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Protecting the Dunes

Friends of Greenwich Point partnered 
with the Town's Marine Division and beach 
crew recently to help fortify the dunes at the 
Point. While a spring storm caused some 
erosion at one edge of the first dune on the 
beach, much of the rest of the dune has 
been expanding as the beach grasses 
are spreading outside the snow fence and 
the fence is gradually being buried by newly 
deposited sand. A growing dune is great as 
the dunes are not only special habitats but 
also help protect our coastline by reducing 
flooding and damage during storms. To 
help capture more of the shifting sands and 
encourage the growth of the grasses, the 
Town, with the help of FoGP, will be 
installing a new row of snow fencing on the 
beach side of both the first and last dunes 
along the main beach.

z

Bird Feeding
Thank you to our bird feeding volunteers for 
filling up the feeders in the Holly Grove at 
the Point daily. The birds are treated to rich 
nuts, seeds and berries.

2021-2022
7 lbs of safflower seed 
22 suet cakes
30 lbs of shelled peanuts 
45 lbs of fruit and nut mix 
160 lbs of sunflower seeds 
240 lbs of mixed seed

This was a much lighter year with 422 lbs of 
food and 22 suet cakes vs 890 lbs of food 
and 45 suet cakes in 2020-21.

New Osprey Platform and the 
Eagle Statue at Greenwich Point

The Friends of Greenwich Point and the Town of Greenwich 
partnered again on building an osprey platform at Greenwich  
Point. In February and March, the challenging job of transporting 
and erecting the platform took place by the eagle statue on Eagle 
Pond. For the past 15 or more years, ospreys have built a nest 
perched atop the eagle statue, adding to it each year. The statue, 
with a greater than 14-foot wingspan, had become weighed down 
by nesting material, and so the Town decided it was time to free 
the eagle and move the osprey nest. Ospreys are protected birds 
but nesting sites may be removed outside of the nesting season 
when necessary.

Town officials devised a plan with the cooperation of FoGP to 
offer an alternate nesting site. FoGP hired Pridemark Construction 
to build a new osprey platform and the staff from the Parks and 
Recreation Department erected it. In February, the Parks and 
Recreation staff floated the main, 24-foot pole out to the island 
and erected it in a 5-foot hole dug by hand. When the weather 
was a bit more temperate, the team cemented the pole in place. 
Finally, in mid March, they transported huge ladders as well as 
the platform by rowboat.

It was a challenging job but well-orchestrated by many in the 
Parks and Recreation Department. The island was cleaned up 
and new native trees planted with more to come later this year. 
FoGP appreciates the hard work and planning put into this effort 
to benefit both the sculpture and the ospreys. However, 
despite our best efforts, the ospreys prefer to nest on 
the sculpture. We wish them a successful nesting season!



Tree Swallow 
Birdhouses

The Friends of Greenwich Point Conservation 
Committee met in the middle of March to place 
two new wooden nest boxes on posts in the two 
marshes along the dirt road from the beach to 
Eagle Pond. 

The nest boxes were built for the Point by 
Greenwich Country Day School students. The 
nests made inside the nest boxes are protected 
from animals such as raccoons by round 
aluminum collars called baffles.

Tree Swallows are small migratory songbirds 
that spend the winter in Florida and Central 
America and return to northern North America to 
breed. Sporting iridescent blue-green plumage 
above with white underneath, they primarily eat 
insects in flight but will also feed on seeds and 
berries. As cavity nesters, Tree Swallows will 
readily move into nest boxes, where they lay four 
to six white eggs and raise their family. Another 
welcome inhabitant of the bird house would be a 
House Wren, who also eats insects and has a 
loud, clear, effervescent song. Tree Swallows, 
House Wrens and Bluebirds all use the same 
diameter entrance and the same size nest box.  
Friends of Greenwich Point hopes you will notice, 
appreciate, respect and enjoy the birds that 
choose the Point for a place to raise their young.  
We are happy to report that at this time many of 
the nest boxes, including four that FoGP provided 
in previous years, are occupied by tree swallows.  

Live Like Luke Beach Cleanup

On April 30, over 500 community volunteers 
gathered at Greenwich Point Park for the 3rd Annual 
Live Like Luke Beach Cleanup. The event honored 
the memory of Luke Meyers, a dedicated 
environmental advocate, who made his mark as a 
Greenwich High School Environmental Action Club 
board member and Bruce Museum Seaside Center 
volunteer.

The top ten most commonly found items 
were all plastic, with the exception of glass bottles. 
Food wrappers ascended to the number one position 
this year, reflecting global trends. The majority of 
debris found was related to food packaging, like 
wrappers, bottle caps, straws and beverage bottles. 
There were also a large number of toys and balls 
collected and a significant rise in the amount 
of expanded polystyrene fragments, aka styrofoam, 
collected by volunteers. 

The data was sent to Save the Sound for onward 
submission to the Ocean Conservancy, which 
analyzes the sources of debris, encourages behavior 
change and calls on governments to pass meaningful 
legislation to address marine debris.

Thank you to the Greenwich community for 
keeping Greenwich Point clean and beautiful and for 
protecting wildlife vulnerable to the impacts of harmful 
marine debris.

TOP           ITEMS COLLECTED10
1 Food Wrappers

4210
Foam Pieces
3930
Bottle Caps (Plastic)

1866
Plastic Bags
510
Beverage Bottles (Plastic) 

396

Beverage Bottles (Glass)

390
Straws & Stirrers
327
Plastic Pieces
250+
Toys & Balls
176
Plastic Lids
169
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LIVE LIKE LUKE BEACH CLEANUP
April 30, 2022
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Thank You
A huge thank you to Betsy Kreuter and 

Monica Meskers for their help in mending our 
green and white concession stand umbrellas.

Thank you to the many vine cutting 
volunteers this season. 

Removing More Vines

Our wonderful vine-cutting volunteers did an amazing job 
this winter. With 30 willing volunteers and 12 vine cutting 
events since November 2021, we are now confident that the 
majority of the damaging invasive vines are off our precious 
trees.

We are very grateful to our volunteers who have helped to 
make a huge difference in the park. Come rain, snow or 
freezing days they came out with their clippers and energy and 
worked tirelessly and happily alongside us. As we walk around 
this summer and see only dead vines on the trees, we can 
smile knowing we contributed to a healthier habitat.

The most effective way to control the very aggressive Mile-
a-Minute vine and other invasive species in open areas without 
pesticides is to continue to mow them for a few years to 
weaken their hold. When we feel this has been accomplished, 
we can replant areas with native shrubs and grasses. Our aim 
is to have a mixture of natural open areas as well as a more 
dense shrubby native habitat to support the wildlife.

To be on our volunteer email list, send your info to Diana 
at 4kling@gmail.com.

Safe Roads Sundays
There were 6021 people who took advantage of our Safe Roads Sundays 
program this winter! FOGP hires park employees to sit at the entrance to 
the road around the park to restrict non essential vehicles so the community 
can use the entire road for biking, jogging and walking. We had some well 
attended days, with over 1,000 people on the day after Christmas! There 
were 21 Sundays with an average of 300 people/day. We are pleased to be 
able to continue to fund this program each year with your support. This 
program will be suspended for the summer with the opening of the boating 
season, but we will continue it again next fall when the OG Yacht Club 
closes down for the winter.

Summer 2022

On Saturday, September 10th, from 6 – 
10 pm the Friends of Greenwich Point will 
host their Comedy Night at Greenwich Point 
again.

The night will feature NYC Comedy 
headliners under a tent at Greenwich Point 
and will again be B.Y.O.E (bring your own 
everything).

Ticket information will be available 
on www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org at the 
end of July. Stay tuned for when tickets go 
on sale as they sold out within a few hours 
last year.

mailto:4kling@gmail.com
http://www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org/


Our free concerts are back again! Our new concert location is 
at FOUNDERS ROCK at Greenwich Point - follow the music to 
the field above the second concession stand!

Light Warriors
Saturday, July 9, 3:30-5:30 pm

Light Warriors plays a unique and familiar fusion of funky 
rock, jazzy reggae and jam with global indie sensibilities. They 
recently opened for Grammy Winner Jon Batiste. They are 
currently at work on their fourth album and are playing in the 
region. Follow on Insta/Tiktok @lightwarriors

The Oh La La! Jazz Band
Saturday, August 20, 3:30-5:30 pm

The Oh La La! are bringing jazz back to Greenwich Point. 
Featuring French chanteuse Marie Michèle, Oh La La! 
continues to tour worldwide, delighting all with their jazzy 30's 
and 40's swing sound, delicate chanson française and sultry 
bossa-nova.

Pete Francis & the 
Dragoncrest Collective 
Saturday, October 3, 3:30-5:30 pm 

Pete Francis and the Dragoncrest Collective are bringing 
their good vibes back to Greenwich Point for another all-ages 
set of roots rockin' jam funkin' rock n' roll! 

FoGP Art Show during 
Experience the Sound

June 26, 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Innis Arden Cottage

Returning after a “two year” hiatus, this 
annual event introduces Greenwich 
residents and others to outdoor Greenwich 
marine sporting activities as well as the 
many conservation and environmentally 
focused organizations in our area.

Friends of Greenwich Point is once 
again sponsoring an Art Show at the Innis 
Arden Cottage, during Experience the 
Sound, that will feature drawings, paintings, 
and photographs of the Point by five 
different artists.

The artwork will not be for sale as per 
the guidelines from the Experience the 
Sound event organizers. However, the 
artists will bring cards with their contact 
information. We will also have a Friends of 
Greenwich Point membership table, so 
make sure to stop by and say hi!

The event is free to attend and activities 
and participants are located throughout 
Greenwich Point from the Innis Arden 
Cottage to the Old Greenwich Yacht Club.

June 26th is also the summer opening 
day of the Bruce Museum’s Seaside Center 
at the Innis Arden Cottage. 

Events and Concerts



Useful Information
Photos from Paige Davis, Old Greenwich Photographer

Greenwich Point Beach Passes
As the Eastern Greenwich Civic Center is closed you 
will need to purchase your tickets in person at a 
different location this year (see below). They will be 
available online, too.
Single Entry Park Tickets required from May 2 
through October 31, provide individuals with one-time 
single access to Greenwich Point Park, Byram Park, 
Island Beach or Great Captain Island.
Online Ticket Sales
Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (or until sold out 
for the day) www.greenwichct.gov

In Person Ticket Sales
Wednesday and Thursday, 9 am - 1 pm (or until sold 
out for the day)
Cos Cob Dockmaster Office, 94 Strickland Road, Cos 
Cob, CT 06807

Per Person Tickets
Greenwich Point and Byram Parks
A per person Single Entry Ticket is required between 7 
am and 5 pm for all persons ages 5 years and up.
Vehicle Ticket
Greenwich Point and Byram Parks
A Single Entry Vehicle Ticket is required per vehicle at 
all times.

Map for Emergencies
Have you noticed the green signs with white 

numbers around the Point? They are there to help 
GEMS, Police and the Fire Departments locate you 
should they need to get to a particular spot in the 
park for an emergency. The map can also help you 
find your way around the Point. The below QR code 
will take you to the map and shows the locations of 
the numbers.
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This map was produced from the Town of Greenwich Geographic 
Information System. The Town expressly disclaims any liability that 
may result from the use of this map. Aerial: 4/2016. Topo: 4/2016 
Property Data: 10/1/18. Map Date: 7/3/19. Copyright © 2000 by the Town of Greenwich.

Keep Your Eyes Out for Turtles!
The Diamondback Terrapin is the
only species of turtle that lives in
brackish, coastal tidal marshes
and estuaries. Females tend to
grow to be a length of 7.5 inches,
while smaller males tend to
reach 5 inches. They are
considered harmless. With
recent conservation efforts for 

cleaner waters the Terrapin has inhabited Greenwich 
Cove in larger numbers over the years. We have seen 
them crossing the road looking for nesting areas at the 
beach. Terrapins nest through June and July. We ask 
that all beach goers be respectful of this creature and 
keep an eye out as you drive through.



Join the Friends of 
Greenwich Point!

This year your membership 
will support:

• Habitat Restoration
• Dune Planting
• Tree and Shrub Planting
• Safe Roads Sundays
• Nature Education
• Summer Concert Series 
• Winter Bird Feeding
• Quarterly Newsletter
• Holly Grove Improvement
• Osprey Platforms

Please help preserve and 
enhance the beauty and 

enjoyment of 
Greenwich Point!

You can also join on our website, 
www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org
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Membership Form
Become a member of the Friends of Greenwich Point and join us in 
preserving and protecting Greenwich Point and promoting safe recreation. 
Please make your tax-deductible check payable to: Friends of Greenwich Point 
and mail to P.O. Box 711, Old Greenwich, CT 06870. Or you can use PayPal –
www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org - membership section.

Annual Family Memberships

$25…………………………  EGRET

$50…………………………  HOODED MERGANSER

$100…………………...…..   OSPREY

$250…………………..……  EAGLE

Name_______________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________

Friends ofGreenwich Point  
P.O. Box 711
Old Greenwich, CT 06870

www.FriendsofGreenwichPoint.org

@ friendsofgreenwichpoint

http://www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org/
http://www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org/



