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Summer Concert Season
- Nancy Caplan.

The Friends of Greenwich Point are
proud to sponsor another concert
season with a fabulous array of
music genres that includes
bluegrass, jazz and big band. This
series, held in the Seaside Garden
near the OG Yacht Club, is a great
way for families to enjoy the park.

The season kicks
off with a family
bluegrass concert
on June 27" at

il 5:30 p.m. with a
performance by Phil Rosenthal and
his legendary bluegrass band.
Phil’s mixture of memorable original
songs and classic favorites and his
expert picking on banjo, guitar and
mandolin have won him rave reviews
by audiences throughout the U.S.,
Europe, and Japan, including
appearances at the White House and
the Grand Ole Opry.

On July 11" at 5:30 p.m., Paul
LaCano and the Cocktail Shakers
will perform once again at Greenwich
Point a selection of music that
includes George Gershwin, Cole
Porter, Ray Charles and Michael
Buble. Paul and his group perform a
perfect mix of the great American
song book. This is one concert not to
be missed.

On August 1% at 5:30 p.m., the
Fairfield Counts will thrill audiences
with their unique, 17-piece big band
sound. The Counts, founded in
1976, are now considered one of the
premier big bands on the East Coast.

In case of inclement weather, call
203-987-6712 or check
www.friendsofgreenwichpoint.org

signage for the Park.
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Greenwich Point Gets a New Look

- Susan Richardson

New signs, benches, umbrellas,
and a message center will grace
Greenwich Point Park this year, all
gifts of the Friends of Greenwich
Point.

Six new teak benches in the “Hyde
Park” design have replaced metal
benches at various points on the
west end of the park. These new
benches match those that have
been given as memorials over the
past fifteen years. More benches of
this style will be added in the
future, providing respite for the
walkers and joggers that wish to
stop to enjoy the views, and
providing a uniform look for all the
benches at the Point.

The new message center, located
next to the library’s book box at the
main concession stand, will enable
all groups who have an upcoming
event at the Point to post their
notices and keep the public
informed of the many activities that
are held there.

New informational signs explaining
the park’s rules will replace signs of
several types, materials, and colors
The new signs are constructed in a
green-and-white thermoplastic
material, which is recyclable, and
are designed to withstand the
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Our next project is to work with the
Town’s traffic and engineering
division to see if the number of traffic
and parking signs can be reduced or
replaced by other means to direct
motorists around the Point safely.

We are grateful to Mr. Joseph
Siciliano and the Parks and
Recreation Board for their support
and assistance in these endeavors
and to Mr. Edward Fesko and his
crew for their help with the
installations.




As | finish up my term as President,
| would like to reflect on the FOGP
Board’s accomplishments during the
past three years. | am proud that
we have a Board whose members
are all actively involved in at least
one of our committees or projects.

We have continued FoGP traditions
such as summer concerts at the
Point and traffic-free Sunday
mornings during the winter. FOGP
also sponsors environmental
education programs on a variety of
topics. A publicity position was
added to the Board and our website
was completely updated.

President’s Update

- Linnea Stenberg

We have also funded projects that
have been highly visible improve-
ments at the Point. Among them:
table umbrellas at the main
concession stand, a message center,
replacement wooden benches, and
Big Belly solar trash compactors.
Replacement information signs will
be in place by the end of the month.

| am also very proud of the
partnerships that have been formed
with other organizations including the
Board and Department of Parks and

Recreation. We have teamed with the

Greenwich Point Conservancy to
fund the plantings surrounding the

beautifully restored Innis Arden
Cottage. We have supported the
Old Greenwich Garden Club’s work
at the Butterfly Garden by the
mansion site and have assisted the
Green Fingers Garden Club, which
coordinated work groups to pull
vines and invasives.

| am confident that the Friends of
Greenwich Point Board will
continue to initiate projects

to preserve and beautify Greenwich
Point. Please pass along any
suggestions via our e-mail address
or phone number.

The natural landscape of Greenwich
Point is inspiring to many of its
visitors. But every once in a while,
the rocky landscape along the
shoreline is transformed into a
marvelous sculpture garden of
meticulously balanced rocks.

Where do these mysterious
constructions come from? They are
the inspired work of Old Greenwich
resident and designer Joel Dawson,
who has been coming to the Point
since his son and daughter were
very young to discover nature,
create art and explore.

“Early on we started to create rock
sculptures. Stacking and balancing.
Okay, early on they were piles, but
then we soon discovered if you
balance them, they become
wonderful pieces of art. No glue, no
rods, no pebbles... just balance,”
Dawson explains.

“It is not planned; it just happens. It
is about what you find and what you
want to make of it. The magic is
when you let the rock go, and it just
stays,” he says on his website,
www.greenwichpointrocks.com.

In spring 2009, he took his son and
a number of his friends (seen at

Greenwich Point Rocks

- Cynthia Ehlinger
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right) to the Point to introduce them
to stacking rocks. Five hours later
they stopped, having completed an
amazing 88+ sculptures

Dawson worked as a creative
director in the beauty industry from
1992 until fall 2007, when he was
"down-sized." Currently he designs,
works part time at the Apple Store in
Greenwich, and volunteers in the in
the community. He designed the
International School of Dundee
Logo, co-created the Fathers' Forum
of Greenwich, and provided pro-
bono graphics for the Greenwich
High School and Greenwich

Symphony fund raisers. He also
coached soccer for kids at the
0O.G.R.C.C. for 10 years.

Although his balanced rock sculp-
tures are temporary, he prolongs the
life and extends the reach of his art
by taking photographs.

His prints can be seen in Old
Greenwich at “Images” beginning
July 29. Recently Dawson was
invited to present at a photography
opening in Westport and received a
commission for an office installation
in Rye Brook Plaza in New York.
Note cards and postcards are
available at Greenwich Point
concession stands and stores
around Greenwich. See the website
for store locations.
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The boys are, from left to right,
Devin Clinton, Mitch Joseph, Daniel
Feney (back), Cameron Dawson, Joel
Dawson, and Henry Armero.




